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Partnership model key to high quality development
Working closely with the Northcote community as well as Panuku Development Auckland and
Housing New Zealand Corporation (HNZC) is the key to increasing urban density at Northcote while
creating an even better place to live and work, says Hobsonville Land Company (HLC) chief executive
Chris Aiken.
“We will apply lessons learned at Hobsonville Point to achieve high-quality urban design in an
established community, alongside the work that Panuku Development Auckland will do at the
Northcote town centre,” said Mr Aiken.
“We are committed to ensuring it is another exemplar of urban development,” he said.
“Northcote is so well-located in Auckland, connected to the city and the North Shore. Its prime
location is ideal for further development to create what will be one of Auckland’s leading urban
centres.”
Mr Aiken said that a major focus for HLC would be providing a range of types of homes to better meet
the needs of Aucklanders – both now and in the future.
“There is increasing demand for homes for one-person and two-person households,” he said. “We are
seeing this trend in Auckland, as we are in cities all around the world, to serve not only younger
people and young families, but also baby boomers downsizing from larger family homes who want to
stay in their communities.”
Mr Aiken said that as Hobsonville Point’s master-planning and lead developer commitments were
now well advanced, HLC was able to apply its resources to assist Housing NZ accelerate the renewal of
social housing as well as providing new homes to the market in Auckland.
“Our mandate, in addition to developing Hobsonville Point, has always been to promote innovation in
the commercial development sector, particularly around affordability and range of types of homes,
and we will further contribute to this goal at Northcote,” he said.
Mr Aiken said that community engagement on aspects of Stage Two of the Northcote Development,
and on future stages, was underway. HLC had begun to engage with local iwi with the support of
Panuku Development Auckland, and looked forward to deepening this relationship as the project
developed.
Acting Chief Executive of Housing New Zealand (HNZC) Greg Groufsky said HLC has been chosen for
the Northcote Development through its proven experience in delivering infrastructure and
community amenities, as well as great design.
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“HLC’s experience showcases how urban density can in fact be attractive and desirable, while meeting
very real demand for modern, warm and safe housing. The company has a genuine desire to support
the growth of Northcote through modern urban design, without compromising on the unique
neighbourhood characteristics of this community,” he said.
Mr Groufsky added that HNZC has worked closely with HLC to bring this project to life through a
partnership approach. HNZC’s land assets, support and experience in the social housing sector
complements HLC’s experience.
Panuku Development Auckland is developing a Framework Plan for the Northcote town centre. The
Framework Plan outlines the development proposals and demonstrates how the Town Centre will
integrate seamlessly with the residential development led by HLC and HNZC.
Panuku Place Shaping Director Rod Marler says Northcote residents have long held a desire to see
their town centre revitalised.
“Panuku is working closely with the local community and mana whenua to ensure the development
strengthens the community and reinforces the local Northcote character,” says Mr Marler.
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